
May Hermes, the God of Eloquence, stand by my side to aid 

me, and the Muses also and Apollo, the Leader of the Muses..., 

and may They grant that I utter only what the Gods approve 

that people should say and believe about Them. 

 
-- Emperor Julian, Oration IV 

My Metaphor 
By RandomActsofKarma 



This essay began as an attempt to reconcile the ideas presented in Dion Fortune’s 

The Cosmic Doctrine and the Cabala as described by Eliphas Levi in The Doctrine and 

Ritual of High Magic (translation by John Michael Greer and Mark Mikituk).  My  

understanding of The Cosmic Doctrine and The Doctrine and Ritual of High Magic 

was heavily influenced by John Michael Greer’s commentary on his Ecosophia.net  

website and his book Paths of Wisdom:  cabala in the golden dawn tradition.   

 

As I worked with the ideas, I began to see how Greek deities aligned with the  

Cabalistic Spheres of each world and how some Greek mythologies aligned with  

Fortune’s metaphor of becoming.  However, all of the ideas, deities, and myths did not 

align perfectly.  So I tweaked.  I removed parts that seemed irreconcilable.   I added 

some ideas from Manly P. Hall, H.P. Blavatsky, and R.A. Schwaller de Lubicz.  And I used 

mythologies from Anaximander, Hesiod, Aristophanes, Aristotle, Orpheus, the dervini 

papyrus author and more, taking whichever pieces seemed to fit.  I feel it would be 

wrong to claim that I have created a “new” metaphor, but I do not want to  

misrepresent my essay by pretending it describes an accurate summary of the ideas of 

any of the authors mentioned.  It is a mash-up metaphor that works for me.  I am  

sharing it not because I think it is “right”, but in hopes that it helps others develop 

their own metaphors. 

 

In the first section of the essay, I used phrases from Greer’s Paths of Wisdom  

without providing an attribution on each page, in an attempt to keep the “graphic 

novel” pages uncluttered.  Each Sphere has a phrase from Greer (reality is, reality 

acts, reality rests, reality extends, reality limits, reality divides/multiplies,  

reality unites, reality separates, reality participates, and reality manifests) that 

captures the essence of that Sphere. 

 

Following the “graphic novel” pages, the correspondences of the spheres of the 

worlds are presented as text.  It is the same information as presented in the graphic 

pages, but with a little more detail. 
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Before time, 

   Outside of space, and 

      Beyond comprehension is the 

It is the only Unity. 

It is ain.
* 
 

It is arche,
**
  

   the ultimate reality, 

      The origin. 

 

*
greek, ena, “one” 

**
greek, arche “beginning” 

Arche is unity. 

The prime duality is  

When there was no movement,  

there was no space. 

Movement requires space, because  

movement implies where something was 

compared to where something is. 

Movement requires time, because  

movement implies where something was 

compared to where something is. 

Movement and space create   chronos*
.  

          
*
greek, chronos “time” 



Creation requires  resistance. 

Chronos flows and has momentum. 

The resistance to this force is  

inertia. 

The creation of Chronos  

necessitates the creation of 

Ananke.
* 

 

Ananke resists chronos’ flow, 

so rather than flowing in a  

straight line, 

Chronos curves. 

*
greek, Ananke “resistance and constraint” 

Eventually, 

chronos’ curve extends to 

form a spinning ring, the 

Ring Cosmos has  

no beginning 

no end 

 

it is  

limitless and boundless. 

It is Ain Soph.
* 

   The force for evolution , 

      The cosmic egg,       

         an action. 

 

 

   
*
greek 

ena “one”  

Sophia “wisdom” 



like ring cosmos  

and ring chaos,  

 

ring-pass-not  

starts as a movement that 

creates a curve. 

When that curve extends and 

forms a spinning ring, the 

cosmos 
*
begins. 

The force for evolution  

requires An opposing force, 

A thrust-block. 

Outside of ring cosmos forms 

Creation requires  resistance. 

 

Ring-pass-not sets a boundary 

to ring chaos. 

(to simplify the drawing, 

the rings are drawn as 

nested circles.) 

 

   *
greek 

Cosmos “Beautiful order”  

The reaction of ring cosmos to 

ring chaos is  

   The force for devolution, 

A reaction. 



Ring chaos pulls toward the 

Unmanifest. 

Ring cosmos pushes toward the 

Center. 

As ring cosmos spins, it pulls more space into it. 

Ring cosmos cannot expand into ring chaos.. 



Ring cosmos contracts from the circumference and 

Condenses to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A point. 

Where ring cosmos was is 

Ain soph aur
* 
 

The limitless light 

   The divine breath 

      The abyss 

         The azoth 

The chaotic sea which contains inferior light,  

A reflection of the divine light emanated from ain soph. 

*
greek, ena “one” 

Sophia “wisdom” 

aura “breeze” 



As described by dion fortune in  

the cosmic doctrine  

is more easily explained viewing  

the four worlds  

of creation on one tree. 



Kether is a unity. 

It is a point.   

It has no dimension—no volume, no space, no time.   

It is nothing, but it is. 

Reality is. 

The point moves.   

By moving, it creates a line. 

Chokmah is a Duality: 

The creator and creation. 

Chokmah is  

   Wisdom 

      An action 

         A force. 

Reality acts. 

The line curves.  By curving, it creates a circle. 

Binah is a trinity: 

The creator,  

the creation, and  

the creator’s perception of the creation. 

Binah is 

   Understanding 

      A reaction 

         A form.                                             Reality rests. 

Action and reaction 

Create time. 

As above, so below. 



Chockmah 

Ring chaos pulls the line, a ray, toward the circumference.   

The movement of the three rings curve the ray. 

                             The ray extends to the ring-pass-not. 

                             Ring cosmos pushes the ray toward the center. 

                                                           The ray passes through the center, 

                                                           extends to the ring-pass-not, and then 

                                                           returns to the center. 

The movement of the three rings causes the ray to precess. 

The ray extends to the ring-pass-not, and then                            

 returns to the center. 

                             The process repeats.  And repeats 

                                                           Until there are six pairs of revolving rays. 

                                                           The rays flow in, pushed by ring cosmos. 

                                                           The rays flow out, pulled by ring chaos. 

The center does not move; 

it is the  

central stillness. 



binah 

The movement of rays  

flowing in and out  

create concentric circles,  

called planes. 

The Solar Logos does not develop  

a Ring Cosmos and a Ring Chaos,  

but  

it develops the concept of  

Ring Cosmos (force) and  

Ring Chaos (resistance).   

Force (in the Cosmic Doctrine) is “good”;  

resistance (or thrust-block) is "evil".   

The Solar Logos has  

the knowledge of Good and Evil. 

 

The solar logos can create.   

 

The Solar Logos is a God. 

The intersection of the Rays with the Central Stillness creates Prime Atoms,  

which travel around all the Rays, experiencing all the Planes.   

When a Prime Atom has traveled all the Rays, it returns to the Central Stillness.   

When all the Prime Atoms have returned to the Central Stillness, the Prime Atoms travel 

out again (so they are now called Travelling Atoms), attracting other atoms to rotate 

around them in disorganized belts.   

Some Travelling Atoms become a Great Entities.   

One of these Great Entities becomes the Solar Logos of our Solar System. 
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Chesed 

mercy 

By organizing, the Solar Logos creates order and laws. 

Reality extends. 

The Solar Logos’ thoughts are creative Force projecting organization into the 

disorganized belt of atoms surrounding it.  The atoms act and react and react to  

reactions, modifying the types of reactions and increasing the diversity of  

reactions.  Each action and reaction creates a track in space.   

These tracks are memories.  The deeper the track, the harder it is for atoms to leave 

the track.  These deep tracks are natural laws. 

By destroying, the Solar Logos creates Consciousness. 

Reality limits. 

Atoms react until every type of reaction has occurred.  The Solar Logos perceives 

the reactions and absorbs the reactions, so that they only exist in the Solar Logos’ 

memory.  Memory of reactions is Consciousness. 

geburah 

severity 

tiphareth 

harmony 
By balancing, the Solar Logos 

creates Imagination. 

Reality divides. 

Reality multiplies. 

The Consciousness divides into  

two aspects. 

 

The set of stereotyped reaction  

capacities is the Individuality. 

The awareness of the set of  

stereotyped reaction capacities is  

the Personality. 

 

The Individuality projects the Image;  

the Personality becomes aware of the 

Image. 



1-kether 

2-chokmah 

3-binah 

4-chesed 

5-geburah 

6-tiphareth 

7-netzach 

8-hod 

9-yesod 

10- 

netzach 

victory 

The Solar Logos imagines Nature. 

Reality unites. 

The Solar Logos impresses the Divine Image on the first swarm of Divine Sparks 

(Travelling Atoms that did not become Great Entities).  The Divine Sparks gather 

atoms on each Plane as they evolve.  The atoms on each Plane unite into a Group 

Mind, a Planetary Spirit.  Each Divine Spark evolves into a specialized force.   

These Divine Sparks are the Lords of Flame. 

The Solar Logos perceives Nature. 

Reality separates. 

hod 

glory 

yesod 

foundation 

By balancing, the Solar Logos 

creates instinct. 
Reality participates. 

The Divine Sparks travel behind the 

second swarm and must wait for that 

swarm to leave a Plane before they 

can enter a Plane.   

While they wait, the Divine Sparks of 

the third swarm develop  

individualized reactions (free will), 

a process known as epigenesis.   

These Divine Sparks can then initiate 

less evolved Divine Sparks,  

participating in the development of 

those Divine Sparks’ individualities.  

These Divine Sparks are the  

Lords of Mind. 

9 
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The Solar Logos impresses the Divine Image on the second swarm of Divine Sparks.  

The Divine Sparks form shells around the Planetary Spirit of each Plane, separating 

them into individual planets.  These Divine Sparks are the Lords of Form. 

The Solar Logos impresses the Divine Image on the third swarm of Divine Sparks.   



malkuth 

kingdom 

The solar logos manifests the elements. Reality manifests. 

Malkuth is the Sphere of Elements.   

The swarm of Divine Sparks on this Plane is Humanity. 
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As interpreted by @randomactsofkarma 

is more easily understood viewing  

the four worlds of creation on four trees. 



The Cosmic Egg floating in the Chaotic Sea  

is squeezed by Chronos and Ananke until it splits into two halves.  

 

Out of the Cosmic Egg emerges a point of Light.   

This is Protogonus, the First Born.   

 

the Orphic Egg:  James Basire, 1730–1802 (engraver) Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons 

Protogonus has a 

daughter nyx (night),  

which surrounds the 

point of Light. 

The top half of the  

Cosmic Egg becomes  

the heavens, Ouranos.   

 

The bottom half of the 

Cosmic Egg becomes  

the Earth, Gaia. 

Protogonus passes his scepter to Nyx,  

making her the ruler of the Universe.   

 

nyx passes the scepter to ouranos and the first world begins. 



Atziluth 

The world of emanation 

The world of archetypes 

The lords of flame 

The protogenoi 

The primordials 

Kether  is Ouranos, the Heavens. 

Chokmah  is Astraeus, the Stars. 

Binah  is Phainon, the Shining One (the Astra Planeta of Saturn). 

Chesed  is Phaethon, the Blazing One (the Astra Planeta of Jupiter). 

Geburah  is Pyroeis, the Fiery One (the Astra Planeta of Mars). 

Tiphareth  is aether, the bright Upper sky. 

Netzach  is Eosphoros, the Dawn Bringer (the Astra Planeta of Venus  

  as the Morning Star), and  

  Hesperus, the Evening Bringer (the Astra Planeta of Venus  

  as the Evening Star). 

Hod   is Stilbon, the glittering One (the Astra Planeta of Mercury). 

Yesod  is the Morai, the fates. 

Malkuth  is Gaia,  

  surrounded by Thalassa and Pontos (the Goddess and God of the Sea). 

Ouranos and Gaia have several children, including the Titans.   

One of the Titans, Kronos, deposes Ouranos,  

takes the scepter, and becomes the ruler of the second world. 



briah 

The world of creation 

The lords of form 

The titans 

Kether  is Kronos, Time. 

Chokmah  is Crius, Constellations. 

Binah  is Iapetus, Mortality. 

Chesed  is Mnemosyne, Memory. 

Geburah  is Themis, Justice. 

Tiphareth  is Hyperion, heavenly Light. 

Netzach  is Theia, sight and Ether.  

Hod   is Coeus, Intellect. 

Yesod  is Phoebe, Prophecy. 

Malkuth  is Rhea, Fertility,  

  surrounded by Oceanus and Tethys (the God and Goddess of the Waters). 

Kronos and Rhea had several children, the Olympians.   

One of the Olympians, Zeus, deposes Kronos,  

takes the scepter, and becomes the ruler of the third world. 



Kether  is Zeus, king of the gods. 

Chokmah  is Hera, queen of the Heavens. 

Binah  is Kronos, destructive time. 

Chesed  is Athena, reason and wisdom. 

Geburah  is Ares, civil order. 

Tiphareth  is Apollo, healing. 

Netzach  is Aphrodite, beauty and desire. 

Hod   is Hermes, communication. 

Yesod  is Artemis, nature. 

Malkuth  is Demeter, agriculture, surrounded by Poseidon, the sea. 

yetzirah 

The world of formation 

The lords of mind 

The olympians 

Zeus has several children. 

 One of his children, Zagreus-Dionysus,  is Protogonus  reincarnated.   

Zeus intended to pass rulership to Zagreus, but Zagreus was killed by Titans.   

Zeus burned the Titans to ashes with a thunderbolt.   

Athena saved Zagreus’ heart from the ashes; with Zagreus’ heart,  Zeus birthed Dionysus.   

From the ashes of the Titans (which also contained the parts of Zagreus’ that the Titans 

had consumed), Prometheus created the form of Man.   

So, a spark of Zagreus (or Protogonus) is trapped in Man.   

When humanity evolves and sheds their physical body, the trapped sparks of Protogonus will 

unite with Dionysus, who will take the scepter from Zeus.   

Until then, Zeus continues to rule. 



assiah 

The manifest world 

The world of principles 

In Assiah, the elements manifest in Malkuth. 

On the seven spheres on the lower tree,  

the solar logos’ emanations are perceived as  

principles or laws. 

  

Mystery  
Teachings  

from the Living 
Earth 

The Cosmic  

Doctrine 

The  

Kybalion 

Chesed 
The Law of  

Cause and Effect 

The Law of  

Action and Reaction 

The Principle of  

Cause and Effect 

Geburah 
The Law of  

Limits  

The Law of 

limitation 

The Principle of  

vibration  

Tiphareth 
The Law of  

Balance 

The Law of the  

Attraction of  

Outer Space 

The Principle of  

Polarity 

Netzach 
The Law of  

Wholeness 

The Law of the  

Attraction of  

the Center 

The Principle of  

Mentalism 

Hod 
The Law of  

Evolution 

The Law of  

impactation 

The Principle of  

Gender 

Yesod 
The Law of  

Flow 

The Law of Polarity 

(Aspects of Force) 

The Principle of 

Rhythm 

Malkuth 
The Law of  

the Planes 

The Law of  

the Seven Deaths 

The Principle of  

Correspondence 



 Atziluth Briah Yetzirah assiah 

kether Ouranos 

the heavens 

Kronos 

time 

Zeus 

king of Gods 

Zeus 

(eventually Dionysus) 

Chokmah Astraeus 

the stars and planets 

Crius 

constellations 

Hera 

queen of heavens 

The zodiac 

Binah Phainon 

the shining one  

Iapetus 

mortality 

Kronos 

destructive time 

Time 

Chesed Phaethon 

the blazing one 

mnemosyne 

memory 

Athena 

reason and wisdom 

Cause and effect 

Geburah Pyroeis 

the fiery one 

Themis 

justice 

Ares 

civil order 

Evolution 

Tiphareth Aether 

the bright sky 

Hyperion 

light 

Apollo 

healing 

Balance 

Netzach Eosphoros  

dawn bringer 

Hesperus 

evening bringer 

Theia 

ether 

Aphrodite 

beauty and desire 

Wholeness 

Hod Stilbon 

the shining one 

Coeus 

intellect 

Hermes 

communication 

Limits 

Yesod Morai 

the fates 

Phoebe 

prophecy 

Artemis 

nature 

rhythm 

Malkuth Gaia 

surrounded by  

Thalassa and pontos 

Rhea  

surrounded by 

oceanus and tethys 

Demeter 

surrounded by 

poseidon 

persephone 

surrounded by  

space 

An Overview 

chronos and Ananke create The cosmic egg.   

The cosmic egg breaks in half, releasing Protogonus, ouranos, and gaia.   

Protogonus passed his scepter to his daughter nyx, who then passed it to ouranos. 



Atziluth 

The world of emanation 

The world of archetypes 

The lords of flame 

The protogenoi 

The primordials 

Atziluth is the Archetypal World of the Lords of Flame.  The Lords of Flame are the 

Protogenoi (or Primordials) of Greek mythology.  Protogonus passed his scepter of 

creation to Nyx, who then passed it to Ouranos, making Ouranos the Kether of  

Atziluth.  He is the Yod of this World.  He is the Point that moves to create a Line 

(Chokmah); the Line curves to create a Circle (Binah).  The Line is the Supernal  

Father; the Circle is the Supernal Mother.  The Line is a Force; the Circle is a Form.  

The Line is creative; the Circle is restrictive.  The Line is an action; the Circle is 

a reaction.  Action and reaction cannot occur simultaneously, so when there is  

reaction, there is Time.   

 

The Lines (or Rays) are the forces of what will be the Zodiac.  The Zodiac is  

represented by constellations of stars.  Astraeus, God of the Stars, is the Chokmah 

of Atziluth.   

 

The Astra Planeta are the Gods of the Wandering Stars (or Planets).  The planetary 

spirit of Saturn is the archetype of time and limitation.  The Astra Planeta of  

Saturn is Phainon, the Shining One.  Phainon is the Binah of Atziluth. 

 

The planetary spirit of Jupiter is the archetype of memory, natural laws, and  

organization.  The Astra Planeta of Jupiter is Phaethon, the Blazing One.  Phaethon 

is the Chesed of Atziluth. 

 

The planetary spirit of Mars is the archetype of justice and destruction.  The Astra 

Planeta of Mars is Pyroeis, the Fiery One.  Pyroeis is the Geburah of Atziluth. 

 

The spirit of the Sun is the archetype of balance (healing) and imagination.  Aether 

is the God of the Bright Upper Sky.  Aether is the Tiphareth of Atziluth. 



Atziluth 

The world of emanation 

The world of archetypes 

The lords of flame 

The protogenoi 

The primordials 

The planetary spirit of Venus is the archetype of instinct and emotion.  The Astra 

Planeta of Venus is Eosphoros, the Dawn Bringer, and Hesperus, the Evening Bringer.  

Eosphoros and Hesperus are the Netzach of Atziluth. 

 

The planetary spirit of Mercury is the archetype of thoughts and perceptions (the 

intellect).  The Astra Planeta of Mercury is Stilbon, the Glittering One.  Stilbon 

is the Hod of Atziluth. 

 

The spirit of the Moon is the archetype of rhythm or cycles.  The three Morai are the 

Goddesses of Fate or Allotment (Portion).  Clotho, the Spinner, spins the thread of 

life.  Lacheis, the Alotter, measures the thread of life.  Atropos, the Unturning, cuts 

the thread of life.  The Morai represent the cycle of birth and death.  The Morai are 

the Yesod of Atziluth. 

 

The spirit of the Earth is the archetype of the elements.  This is the Protogenoi 

Gaia, the final Heh of Atziluth.  She is surrounded by Thalassa and Pontus, the  

Goddess and God of the Sea. 

 

Ouranos and Gaia have several children, including the Titans.   

One of the Titans, Kronos, deposes Ouranos,  

takes the scepter of creation, and becomes the ruler of the second World. 



briah 

The world of creation 

The lords of form 

The titans 

Briah is the Creative World of the Lords of Form.  The Lords of Form are the Titans 

of Greek mythology.  Kronos, the God of Time, is the Kether of Briah. 

 

The Zodiac is represented by constellations of stars.  In Atizluth, Chokmah is 

Astraeus, the God of Stars.  In Briah, Chokmah is Crius, the God of Constellations. 

 

Binah, the archetype of time and limitation in Atziluth, is Iapetus, the God of  

Mortality, in Briah. 

 

Chesed, the archetype of memory, natural laws, and organization in Atziluth, is  

Mnemosyne, the Goddess of Memory, in Briah. 

 

Geburah, the archetype of justice and destruction in Atziluth, is Themis, the  

Goddess of Divine Law, in Briah. 

 

Tiphareth, the archetype of balance (healing) and imagination in Atziluth, is  

Hyperion, the God of Heavenly Light, in Briah. 

 

 

 



briah 

The world of creation 

The lords of form 

The titans 

Netzach, the archetype of instinct and emotion in Atziluth, is Theia, the Goddess of 

Sight and the Aether, in Briah. 

 

Hod, the archetype of thoughts and perceptions (the intellect) in Atziluth, is Coeus, 

the God of Intellect, in Briah. 

 

Yesod, the archetype of rhythm and cycles in Atziluth, is Phoebe, the Goddess of  

Intellect and Prophecy, in Briah. 

 

Malkuth, the archetype of the elements in Atziluth, is Rhea, the Goddess of Fertility 

and Flow, in Briah.  She is surrounded by Oceanus and Tethys, the God and Goddess of 

the Waters. 

 

 

 

Kronos and Rhea had several children, the Olympians.   

One of the Olympians, Zeus, deposes Kronos,  

takes the scepter, and becomes the ruler of the third world. 



Yetzirah is the Formative World of the Lords of Mind.  The Lords of Mind are the 

Olympians of Greek mythology.  Zeus, King of the Gods, is the Kether of Yetzirah. 

 

The constellations of the Zodiac are found in the heavens.  In Yetzirah, Chokmah is 

Hera, the Goddess of the Sky and the Stars (the heavens). 

 

Binah, the archetype of time and limitation in Atziluth, is Kronos, the God of  

Harvests and Destructive Time, in Yetzirah.  (Kronos was deposed by Zeus, but not 

killed.  Zeus originally imprisoned him in Tartarus, but later released him to rule 

Elysium.) 

 

Chesed, the archetype of memory, natural laws, and organization in Atziluth, is  

Athena, the Goddess of Reason and Wisdom, in Yetzirah. 

 

Geburah, the archetype of justice and destruction in Atziluth, is Ares, the God of 

Civil Order, in Yetzirah. 

 

Tiphareth, the archetype of balance (healing) and imagination in Atziluth, is Apollo, 

the God of Healing, in Yetzirah. 

yetzirah 

The world of formation 

The lords of mind 

The olympians 



Netzach, the archetype of instinct and emotion in Atziluth, is Aphrodite, the  

Goddess of Beauty and Desire, in Yetzirah. 

 

Hod, the archetype of thoughts and perceptions (the intellect) in Atziluth, is  

Hermes, the God of Communication, in Yetzirah. 

 

Yesod, the archetype of rhythm and cycles in Atziluth, is Artemis, the Goddess of  

Nature, in Yetzirah. 

 

Malkuth, the archetype of the elements in Atziluth, is Demeter, the Goddess of  

Agriculture in Yetzirah.  She is surrounded by Poseidon, the God of the Sea. 

yetzirah 

The world of formation 

The lords of mind 

The olympians 

Zeus has several children. 

 One of his children, Zagreus-Dionysus,  is Protogonus  reincarnated.   

Zeus intended to pass rulership to Zagreus, but Zagreus was killed by Titans.   

Zeus burned the Titans to ashes with a thunderbolt.   

Athena saved Zagreus’ heart from the ashes; with Zagreus’ heart,  Zeus birthed Dionysus.   

From the ashes of the Titans (which also contained the parts of Zagreus’ that the Titans 

had consumed), Prometheus created the form of Man.   

So, a spark of Zagreus (or Protogonus) is trapped in Man.   

When humanity evolves and sheds their physical body, the trapped sparks of Protogonus will 

unite with Dionysus, who will take the scepter from Zeus.   

Until then, Zeus continues to rule. 



assiah 

The manifest world 

The world of principles 

In Assiah, the Elements manifest in Malkuth.  Zeus, King of the Gods, is the Kether 

of Assiah.  He is the Yod of Assiah.   

 

The final Heh  of Assiah is Persephone, the Malkuth of Assiah.  She is surrounded by 

Space.   

 

The other Spheres are the Principles which reflect how the Archetypes are perceived 

in Assiah. 

 

In Assiah, Chokmah is the Zodiac. 

 

Binah, the archetype of time and limitation in Atziluth, is Time in Assiah. 

 

 

 

 

Blavatsky, in The Secret Doctrine, states that  

"the Solar System, brought into existence by these agencies,  

consists of Seven Principles…   

Every philosophy, however, has its own way of dividing these principles." 



assiah 

The manifest world 

The world of principles 

chesed 

 

Chesed, the archetype of memory, natural laws, and organization in Atziluth, is The 

Cosmic Doctrine’s Law of Action and Reaction in Assiah.  This law states that “two 

opposing and equally balanced forces set up a vortex which is the primal atom.”  These 

forces “neutralize each other and the result is a center of stability which is devoid 

of force.” [italics added]  The Law of Action and Reaction explain how force becomes 

form. 

 

Chesed is The Kybalion’s Principle of Cause and Effect, “Every Cause has its Effect; 

every Effect has its Cause; everything happens according to Law; Chance is but a name 

for Law not recognized.” 

 

Chesed is Mystery Teachings from the Living Earth’s Law of Cause and Effect, 

“Everything that exists is the effect of causes at work in the whole system of which 

each thing is a part, and becomes, in turn, the cause of effects elsewhere in the whole 

system.  In these workings of cause and effect, there must always be a similarity of 

kind between an effect and one of its causes, just as there must be a similarity of 

scale between an effect and the sum total of its causes.” 



assiah 

The manifest world 

The world of principles 

geburah 

 

Geburah, the archetype of justice and destruction in Atziluth, is The Cosmic  

Doctrine’s Law of Limitation in Assiah.  “In order to bring any energy [force] into 

manifestation it is necessary to provide it with a form or vehicle… The Law of  

Limitation means the concentration of power by the rejection of the irrelevant.  

This is another name for concentration.”  Fortune points out, though that if this 

concentration (“narrowing of consciousness”) persists, the balance of nature would 

be destroyed. 

 

Geburah is The Kybalion’s Principle of Vibration, “Nothing rests; everything moves; 

everything vibrates.”  

 

Geburah is Mystery Teachings from the Living Earth’s Law of Limits, “Everything 

that exists is subject to limits arising from its own nature, the nature of the 

whole system of which it is a part, and the nature of existence itself.  Those limits 

are as necessary as they are inescapable, and provide the foundation for all the beauty 

and power each existing this is capable of manifesting.” 



assiah 

The manifest world 

The world of principles 

tiphareth 

 

Tiphareth, the archetype of balance (healing) and imagination in Atziluth, is The  

Cosmic Doctrine’s Law of the Attraction of Outer Space in Assiah.  “Freedom is  

attained not by escape from limitations and conditions but by adjusting the balance 

to perfect equilibrium.” 

 

Tiphareth is The Kybalion’s Principle of Polarity, “Everything is Dual; everything 

has poles; everything has its pair of opposites; like and unlike are the same;  

opposites of identical in nature, but different in degree; all truths are but half-

truths; all paradoxes may be reconciled.” 

 

Tiphareth is Mystery Teachings from the Living Earth’s Law of Balance, “Everything 

that exists can continue to exist only by being in balance with itself, with other 

things, and with the whole system of which it is a part.  That balance is not found by 

going to one or the other extreme, or by remaining fixed at a static point; it is 

created by self-correcting movements to either side of a midpoint.” 



assiah 

The manifest world 

The world of principles 

netzach 

 

Netzach, the archetype of instinct and emotion in Atziluth, is The Cosmic Doctrine’s 

Law of the Attraction of the Center in Assiah.  “When a form of life has attained its 

utmost complexity in material organization, unification begins.” [Italics added.]  

“The Attraction of the Center contains the secret of the Mystery of Love… The  

approach to the Center is not a movement in space, but a unification.” 

 

Netzach is The Kybalion’s Principle of Mentalism, “THE ALL IS MIND; the Universe 

is Mental.” 

 

Netzach is Mystery Teachings from the Living Earth’s Law of Wholeness, “Everything 

that exists is part of a whole system and depends on the health of the whole system 

for its own existence.  It thrives only if the whole system thrives, and it cannot 

harm the whole system without harming itself.” 



assiah 

The manifest world 

The world of principles 

hod 

 

Hod, the archetype of thoughts and perceptions (the intellect) in Atziluth, is The 

Cosmic Doctrine’s Law of Impactation in Assiah.  “Impactation… is the act of  

advancing a force in evolution by developing it upon the ‘form’ aspect.”   

 

Hod is The Kybalion’s Principle of Gender, “Gender is in everything; everything has 

its Masculine and Feminine Principles; Gender manifests on all planes.”  Gender means 

“relating to generation or creation.” 

 

Hod is Mystery Teachings from the Living Earth’s Law of Evolution, “Everything 

that exists comes into being by a process of evolution.  That process starts with 

adaptation to changing conditions and ends by establishing a steady state in balance 

with its surrounding, following a threefold rhythm of challenge, response, and  

reintegration.  Evolution is gradual rather than suddenly, and it works by  

increasing diversity and accumulating possibilities, rather than following a  

predetermined line of development.” 



assiah 

The manifest world 

The world of principles 

yesod 

 

Yesod, the archetype of rhythm and cycles in Atziluth, is The Cosmic Doctrine’s Law 

of Polarity (Aspects of Force) in Assiah.  “The attraction for the centre gives the 

negative, and the attraction towards the circumference the positive aspect, and it is 

these two in polarity that produce the circulation for force.” 

 

Yesod is The Kybalion’s Principle of Rhythm, “Everything flows, out and in;  

everything has its tides; all things rise and fall; the pendulum-swing manifests in 

everything; the measure of the swing to the right is the measure of the swing to the 

left; rhythm compensates.” 

 

Yesod is Mystery Teachings from the Living Earth’s Law of Flow, “Everything that 

exists is created and sustained by flows of matter, energy, and information that come 

from the whole system to which it belongs and that return to that whole system.  

Participating in these flows, without interfering with them, brings health and 

wholeness; blocking them, in an attempt to turn flows into accumulation, causes  

suffering and disruption to the whole system and all its parts.” 



assiah 

The manifest world 

The world of principles 

malkuth 

 

Malkuth, the archetype of the elements in Atziluth, is The Cosmic Doctrine’s Law of 

the Seven Deaths in Assiah.    The Seven Deaths describe the process or steps of the 

consciousness withdrawing from the Personality and becoming “one with the  

Individuality.”   

 

Malkuth is The Kybalion’s Principle of Correspondence, “As above, so below; as below, 

so above.” 

 

Malkuth is Mystery Teachings from the Living Earth’s Law of the Planes, “Everything 

in existence exists and functions on one of several planes of being or is composed 

of things from more than one plane acting together as a whole system.  These planes 

are discrete, not continuous, and the passage of influences from one plane to another 

can take place only under conditions defined by the relationship of the planes  

involved.” 



Recommendations for further meditations 

 

This work is not complete. 

Though my initial task of a reconciliation of The cosmic doctrine with the cabala 

as described by Eliphas Levi in The Doctrine and Ritual of High Magic (translation 

by John Michael Greer and Mark Mikituk) feels comfortable, both books reveal new 

insights upon each reading and I anticipate my metaphor evolving as my understanding 

grows.  (The other works included in the bibliography also have more to teach me!) 

My first reading of the Kybalion was long before I started developing this  

document and though I did an alignment of the Kybalion’s principles with the laws of 

the cosmic doctrine and mystery teachings of the living earth at the time, it wasn’t 

until reading Blavatsky’s statement that every philosophy “has its own way of  

dividing these principles” of the solar system that I realized that these principles/

laws aligned with the spheres of the cabala.  Her “sons of fohat” are motion, sound, 

heat, light, cohesion, electricity, and magnetism; future meditations will  

incorporate these principles into my correspondences in Assiah.   

As much as meditating on the correspondences I have presented in this metaphor has 

revealed to me, I anticipate more insights from meditations on the Greek myths.  As 

fortune states in the mystical qabalah, “the clear-cut myths so delightfully retold 

for children have little bearing on the actual religion of the folk who used them as 

the means of expression for spiritual teachings.”  Do the myths relate to the paths on 

the tree?  How do different versions of the same mythological story relate to each 

other and what does that teach us about the philosophy of the authors of each  

version?  And what can be learned from the myths that seem to transcend cultures? 

 

“Myths are things that never happened but always are.”    sallust 
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